
Lakes Association of Norway  
 

Aquatic Invasive Plant 
Screening Surveys 

2023 

L a k e  &  W a t e r s h e d  

Resource Management Associates  
PO Box 65, Turner, Maine, 04282 ~ 207-333-1849 ~ 2robertahill@gmail.com 

mailto:2robertahill@gmail.com


This report summarizes the findings of the invasive aquatic plant screening 

surveys conducted  over a period extending from 7/19/23 to 9/26/23, by Lake & 

Watershed Associates for the Lakes Association of Norway.   

LWA has been conducting comprehensive (level-3) Aquatic Invasive 
Plant screening surveys on  the lakes of Norway, Maine since 2002. 
In 2023 LWA associates performed level-3 surveys  on the four 
Norway lakes: Lake Pennessewassee; North Pond (including the 
North Pond boat landing dam pond); Hobbs Pond and Sand Pond.  
The surveys were timed to coincide with optimum survey 
conditions: good light, good water  clarity, low wind, and full plant 
maturity.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Excellent conditions and good water clarity on  
September 6, 2023 allowed a wonderful view of this 

healthy colony of large-leaf pondweed (Potamogeton  
amplifolius) on North Pond 



 
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS:   

 
None of the Aquatic 
Invasive Plants (AIP) listed 
by Maine law as imminent 
threat to the waters of 
Maine were observed in 
any of the Norway waters 
surveyed in 2023. 

 
The list of prohibited plants in 
Maine is listed on this poster 
available from Lake Stewards 
of Maine  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Observed species of concern: 

Iris pseudocorus (yellow iris) - first noted in 2012, continues to be 
present in previously identified locations along the shore of  Lake 
Pennesseewassee. This tall, showy, yellow iris is listed by the Maine 
Department of  Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, as one of 
thirty-three “likely-invasive” terrestrial plants that are illegal to sell, 
import, export, buy or intentionally propagate in Maine.  



Lyrthrum salicaria (purple loosestrife) - was noticed for the first 
time in 2021, growing in a patch of floating bog associated with 
the small pond adjacent to the Lake Store south of Route 118. 
Scattered individual loosestrife plants, though not extensive, 
continue to be present in this area (N44.21015/W70.57780). Removing 
seed heads from the plants annually and properly disposing of them 
is one way to slow the spread of this invasive wetland plant in the 
area.  

Myosotis scorpiodes (water forget-me-not) - was noted along the 
shore of a small cove in sector 12 and scattered throughout the 
tributary stream in sector 14.  According to Go-Botany, water 
forget-me-not is “native to . . . Eurasia. It has naturalized in many wet 
places in North America and is considered invasive in some New 
England states.”  This plant is  on Maine’s  “Advisory List,” meaning it’s 
a plant of concern that doesn’t quite meet the statutory guidelines 
to qualify as “invasive.”  
 
As in past years, Chinese mystery snails were observed in 
abundance throughout three of the Norway lakes: 
Pennessewassee, North and Hobbs.   

All native plants observed during the surveys were recorded by LWA.  
The field sheets are attached to this report. 

Other observations of note: 

This never-before-seen delta 
composed of massive amounts of 
rubble, gravel, sand and silt along 
the eastern shore of Lake 
Pennesseewasse stopped us in our 
tracks on July 20, 2023.  A flash storm 
on July 16 in which 5-inches of rain 
fell in a relatively short period of 
time, caused major flooding, road 
washouts, etc. in the Norway, South 
Paris area.  The erosion event was reported to LOAN immediately. 

https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/myosotis/scorpioides/


This photo, taken 
during a site visit the 
following spring (May 
23, 2024), reveals the 
eroded channel that 
contributed material 
to the delta.  Remedial 
actions have since 
been taken. 

 

Sadly, we also found a dead 
loon along the north eastern 
shore of Lake 
Pennesseewassee. A lakefront 
property owner offered to call 
Maine Audubon to report what 
looked to be a boat strike. 

 

 

 

 

 



Below is a summary of the 2021 survey activity. For more detail, 
please see the attached AIP Screening  Survey Documentation 
Forms.   
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WATERBODY  DATE/S OF 
2023 
SURVEY 

SURVEY TEAM   
MEMBERS 

AIP   
OBSERVED?  
Y/N 

# NATIVE   
PLANT   
SPECIES   
OBSERVED 

Lake   
Pennessewassee 

July 19, 20, 21, 
26, Aug 3 & 
Sept 26 

Roberta Hill;   
Keith Williams  

N*  
* Please see above for 
noted plant species 
of concern 

58 

North Pond  Sept. 1 & 6 Roberta Hill;  
Keith Williams 

N  49 

North Pond/   
Public Boat   
Landing 
Dam Pond 

Sept 26 Roberta Hill;   
Keith Williams  

N  20 

Hobbs Pond Aug 10 Roberta Hill;   
Keith Williams  

N 35 

Sand Pond Aug 1 Roberta Hill;  
Keith Williams 

N 31 



Thank you once again for entrusting Lake & Watershed with this 
work. We continue to be honored and delighted to have the 
opportunity to work on behalf of Norway’s beautiful lakes.   

 

Respectfully,  

 
 
 
 

Roberta Hill 
Principal, Aquatic Ecologist 
Lake & Watershed Resource Management Associates 
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