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This report summarizes the findings of the invasive aquatic plant screening surveys conducted 
over a period extending from 9/13/19 to 10/15/19, by Lake and Watershed Resource 
Management Associates for the Lakes Association of Norway.   

LWRMA has been conducting annual comprehensive (level-3) Invasive Aquatic Plant screening surveys on 
the lakes of Norway, Maine since 2002.  In late summer to fall of 2019 LWRMA associates once again 
performed level-3 surveys on the four Norway lakes: Pennessewassee; Little Pennessewassee (Hobbs); Sand; 
and North.  The surveys were timed to coincide with optimum survey conditions: good light, good water 
clarity, low wind, and full plant maturity.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS:  
 

• None of the eleven Invasive Aquatic Plants (IAP) listed by Maine law as imminent threat to 
the waters of Maine were observed during any of the Norway surveys.  
 

• Iris pseudocorus, has now been documented in four distinct locations around the shore of 
Lake Pennesseewassee. This tall, showy, yellow iris is listed by the Maine Department of  
Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, as one of thirty-three “likely-invasive” terrestrial plants that 
are illegal to sell, import, export, buy or intentionally propogate in Maine. Below is a summary of the 
existing known status of yellow iris at the four sites.  

The	surface	was	like	glass	and	the	visibility	excellent	during	much	of	the	2019	survey	season.	
Survey	conditions	do	not	get	much	better	than	they	were	this	October	day	on	North	Pond.	
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o The Outlet Dam Pool – Several small patches of Iris pseudocorus were first noted around the 
shoreline of the outlet pool in 2012.  These pioneer plants have since spread significantly, to 
the point where dense stands of yellow iris came to dominate a substantial portion of the 
shoreline just upstream of the dam.  LOAN is actively working to control the invasive iris in 
this area. This portion of the outlet was not accessible by boat in 2019.    

o White’s Marina -  The small clumps of 
yellow iris seen previously along the 
Marina waterfront were not observed 
again this year. We recommend continued 
monitoring of this spot.    

o Wetland at the North end of Main Basin – 
several suspicious plants that had noted 
for the first time 2015, were not found 
again this year.  The wetland plant growth 
is extensive in this area. During the 2019 
survey timeframe, water levels were once 
again not adequate to access the area of 
concern. Visiting the area earlier in the 
season (July – August) is recommended.    

o Small cove near Hummingbird Lane 
[N44.249923/W-70.600529] LOAN is 
actively working to control the invasive iris 
in this area. No iris plants were observed 
during the 2019 survey.  

 
• As in past years, Chinese mystery snails were observed in abundance throughout three of the 

waterbodies: Pennessewassee, Hobbs, and North.  Chinese mystery snails have been observed 
in Sand Pond in the past, but none were observed again this year.  
 

• All native plants observed during the surveys were recorded by LWRMA, and the data has been 
submitted to the Lake Stewards of Maine for entry into statewide aquatic plant database.  As a result 
of the annual submission of detailed (by sector) native plant data, the lakes of Norway have one of 
the most robust data sets of this kind in the State of Maine.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whorled	water-milfoil,	a	harmless	native	that	
closely	resembles	the	invasive	variable	water-
milfoil,	continues	to	be	closely	monitored	in	two	

locations	in	Lake	Penneseewassee		

Invasive	Chinese	mystery	snails	were	first	
reported	in	the	waters	of	Norway	in	2006.		The	
date	of	initial	introduction	is	not	known.	
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Below is a summary of the 2019 survey activity.  For more detail, please see the attached IAP Screening 
Survey Documentation Forms.   
 
 
WATERBODY DATE/S OF 2018 

SURVEY 
SURVEY TEAM 
MEMBERS 

IAP 
OBSERVED? 
Y/N 

# NATIVE 
PLANT 
SPECIES 
OBSERVED 

 
Lake 
Pennessewassee 
  

 
Sept. 23 & 25; 
Oct. 3, 8, & 14 

 
Roberta Hill;  
Keith Williams             

 
N* 
*Iris pseudocorus 
is known to be 
present in 
several locations 
 

  
73 

 
Little 
Pennessewassee 
(Hobbs Pond) 
 

 
Sept. 14 

 
Scott Williams; 
Kristine Charbonneau 

 
N 

 
18  

 
North Pond 
 

 
Sept. 19; Oct. 14 
& 15 

 
Roberta Hill; 
Keith Williams 
 

 
N 

 
44  

 
North Pond 
Public Boat 
Landing/Dam 
Area 
 

 
 
Oct. 14 

 
Roberta Hill;  
Keith Williams 

 
 
N 

 
 
 
17 

 
Sand Pond 

 
Sept. 14 

 
Scott Williams; 
Kristine Charbonneau 

 
N 

 
19 

 

Thank you once again for choosing Lake and Watershed for this project.   We are very pleased to have had 
this opportunity to continue our work with LAON to better understand and protect Norway’s extraordinary 
water resources.  

Respectfully, 
 

 
 
 
 

Scott Williams      
Principal, Aquatic Biologist 
Lake & Watershed Resource Management Associates 
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